Congress of the United States

Washington, BDE 20515

December 20, 2023

The Honorable Antony J. Blinken
Secretary of State

U.S. Department of State

2201 C Street NW

Washington, D.C. 20520

Dear Secretary Blinken,

We are writing regarding Alsu Kurmasheva, a Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty (RFE/RL) journalist and U.S.
citizen who was detained on October 18 in Russia and subsequently arrested on unjust charges. We believe that
Ms. Kurmasheva, a Russian-American dual national, was wrongfully detained by Russian authorities and we
believe Ms. Kurmasheva should receive wrongfully detained status under the Levinson Act (22 U.S.C. 1741 et

seq.).

Ms. Kurmasheva is an editor for RFE/RL based in Prague where she lives with her husband and two minor
children. In May 2023, Ms. Kurmasheva traveled to Russia for a family emergency. On June 2, while waiting
for her departure flight from Russia, she was temporarily detained, and authorities then confiscated Ms.
Kurmasheva’s Russian and American passports. After being fined and released from police custody, she was
then again unjustly detained in October 2023 on additional charges which she has promptly denied.

Ms. Kurmasheva’s 25 years of reporting and editing for RFE/RL’s Tatar-Bashkir Service is representative of
her diligent work to shed light on the stories affecting ethnic minorities in Russia’s Volga-Ural region. As
Russia wages its brutal, illegal war against Ukraine and continues its concurrent crackdown on dissent at home,
accurate and timely reporting of life in Russia is essential for upholding the vital tenets of free speech.

As you know, Russian authorities have continued their ongoing wrongful detention of American citizens. Paul
Whelan has been languishing in a Russian prison for almost 5 years. Evan Gershkovich, wrongfully detained in
February 2023, remains trapped in a Russian prison cell for a crime he did not commit. We continue to call for
their immediate release, as well as the release of Russian opposition figure Vladimir Kara-Murza, who has
dedicated his life to achieving democracy in Russia.

Additionally, RFE/RL journalists Ihar Losik, Andrey Kuznechyk, and Vladyslav Yesypenko remain imprisoned
in Belarus and Russia-occupied Crimea as a result of their commitment to free and independent media.
Journalism is not a crime. We strongly condemn Russia and Belarus’ targeting and detention of RFE/RL
journalists and call for their immediate release.

The detention of Alsu Kurmasheva is wrong and a makes a mockery of the rule of law. We ask you to designate
Ms. Kurmasheva as wrongfully detained under the Levinson Act as you have for Paul Whelan and Evan
Gershkovich, and to provide Ms. Kurmasheva and her family with the support and resources of the Office of the
Special Presidential Envoy for Hostage Affairs.

Thank you in advance for your consideration of this request.

Sincerely,
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William R. Keating
Ranking Member

House Foreign Affairs
Subcommittee on Europe
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Dina Titus
Member of Congress
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Barbara Lee
Member of Congress

Gab&“Amo
Member of Congress
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Thomas H. Kean, Jr.
Chairman

House Foreign Affairs
Subcommittee on Europe

b

Jim Costa
Member of Congress
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Bradley SCott Schneider
Member of Congress
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Ted W. Lieu
Member of Congress
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Mike Quigley
Member of Congres,
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Brian Fltzpathck
Member of Congress
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Marcy Kaptur
Member of Congress
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James P. McGovern
Member of Congress

Christopher H. Smith
Member of Congress
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Brad R. Wenstrup, D. p.Ma—
Member of Congress
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Steve Cohen
Member of Congress

bebble Wasserrnan Scflultz
Member of Congress

Eleanor Holmes Norton
Member of Congress




